
 

2014-2015 Inventions & Innovations at Work Syllabus 

 

 

Instructor Vicki Mason Room Number E 104 

Phone 469-302-6755 Conference Time 2:53 – 3:45 

E-mail vmason@mckinneyisd.net Tutoring Hours Wednesday mornings 

Class Website http://www.dowellmiddleschool.net/career--technology.html 

Twitter @vickifmason 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

The purpose of this course is to enable students to explore various careers after ascertaining personal character 

traits and attributes. Students will also research opportunities and recommendations to pursue specific career 

choices, including career preparation in secondary and post-secondary education. Research also includes work 

force projections for specific careers. This course will also allow students to design, create, or modify existing 

products in relation to various technical careers.  

 

FEE REQUIRED: 

This course has a $25.00 fee.   The fee is for consumables that include, a water bottle rocket kit, mousetrap car, 

tower building supplies (balsa wood strips), and other miscellaneous supplies, e.g., wood glue, hot glue, etc. 

Lab fee is due by Friday, 5 September 2014 – checks payable to Dowell Middle School CTE. 

 

GRADES: 

Formative 

30% 

Formative grades are given to assess student learning throughout the grading period.  This 

category will include daily work, quizzes, and individual assignments.  

Summative 

70% 

Summative grades are cumulative and designed to assess mastery throughout the grading 

period.  This will include exams and projects.  

 

ATTENDANCE/TARDY’S: 

For the success of the student, daily attendance is imperative. Students are also expected to be in their seats and 

logged in to their computer before the tardy bell rings. Consequences for being tardy are outlined in the student 

handbook. 

 

LATE WORK:   

All work is expected to be turned in on time.  Late work is discouraged; however, a student may turn in his/her 

work after the due date for a reduced grade. Homework detentions will be assigned if the work is not completed 

and turned in on time. 

 

ABSENCES: 

Upon a student’s return from an absence, the student will need to make arrangements for alternative due dates if 

applicable.  It is the student’s responsibility to complete and turn in all the necessary work in a timely fashion 

and attend tutorials if needed.  If a quiz or test is missed, it is also the student’s responsibility to schedule a time 

during tutorials to make up that grade. All assignment information will be posted on the class’s Edmodo site. 

 

TUTORING: 

Wednesday morning 8:00-8:45 is reserved for tutorials.  Students may attend whenever they feel it is necessary; 

however, this time is set aside to assist those students who need additional help on something specific or need to 

make up tests and quizzes.  Upon coming to tutorials, students must be prepared with questions over something 

he/she is not understanding or the name of the assignment that needs to be made up. 
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COMPUTER LAB TIME: 

The computer lab is open every afternoon but Wednesday at 3:45-4:15 for students to complete work, if needed. 

 

SAFETY: 

The student will be able to compare and contrast what is safe versus unsafe, demonstrate safe and appropriate 

use of various tools, equipment, and materials and pass a 25 question test about safety with 100% accuracy. 

Students will not participate in projects if they do not pass the Safety Test or do not demonstrate safe tool and 

materials practices. 

 

DISCIPLINE/CONSEQUENCES: 

If a student disregards the expectation for classroom behavior and the learning environment is disrupted, a 

verbal warning will be issued. Continued disruptions will result in a conference between student and teacher, 

parent contact, detention, and an office referral. Computer games are not allowed. 

 

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY (AUP): 

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for this course focus extensively on the use of computers and the 

Internet in the classroom. Students will be required to use various forms of information exchange including 

email, electronic bulletin boards, and instant messaging. For that reason, students and parents will be required to 

read, agree to, sign, and return the MISD Student Technology Acceptable Use Policy. 

 

Every student has access to a computer in the CTE classroom, which is a blessing and a curse. It is a difficult 

task to keep students from playing games, watching videos, surfing their personal interests, etc. Simply, some 

students do not complete their assignments in a timely matter because they choose to “play” instead of work. It 

is a distraction and impedes learning for all. 

 

Your intervention to solve this prevailing problem so our students can concentrate on learning is appreciated. 

 

20% PROJECT: 

Students are encouraged to develop 21
st
 Century Skills by developing a project that inspires them. Students may 

work on their approved project when classroom assignments are complete; as well as, outside the course 

scheduled time and at home. http://www.dowellmiddleschool.net/20-project.html 
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